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The Honorable Willam S. Cohen

As the 20th Secretary of Defense, William
Cohen led the United States military’s largest
air warfare campaign since World War Il in
Kosovo, strengthened the no-fly zones over Iraq
and conducted military operations on every
continent, including in the Persian Gulf region.

Appointed by President Clinton, Secretary
Cohen managed the Defense Department — the
largest organization in the world — from 1997-
2001. He became the first elected member of a
political party to serve in the Cabinet of another
party and, as the only Republican in the Clinton
administration, proved his commitment to a
bipartisan approach to national security.

A three-term United States Senator, Cohen is a
recognized expert on defense and international
issues, health care, and government procure-
ment. He also served in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for three terms and as Mayor of

Bangor, Maine. While in Congress, he served
on the House Judiciary Committee during the
Nixon impeachment proceedings and the Iran-
Contra investigation committee. He also served
on the Armed Services Committee, the Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee, the Committee
on Aging, and was vice chairman of the Select
Committee on Intelligence.

Author of nine books, ranging from nonfiction
to poetry, Secretary Cohen is now Chairman
and CEO of The Cohen Group, an international
strategic business advisory firm headquartered
in Washington, DC. The firm is affiliated with
DLA Piper, the second largest law firm in the
world. He serves on the board of directors of
CBS and is currently a weekly world affairs con-
tributor for CNN's Situation Room with Wolf
Blitzer.
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